
Course Description:  

This is an introductory physics course.  In this course, we will focus on basic physics concepts and real-life applications.  A constant effort will be made to keep the material understandable, useful, fun, or at least interesting.  
Order of Topics (subject to change):
1. Motion: Velocity, Acceleration, Rockets
2. Newton’s Laws: Objects in motion…  Mousetrap Cars
3. Rotational Motion and Machines: Catapults
4. Waves, Sound, and Optics:  radar, rainbows…
5. Astronomy: stars, black holes…
6. Electricity and Magnetism: wiring
The science graduation requirements relating to physics are:

· Demonstrate an understanding of and apply the basic principles, concepts and language of the physical sciences

· Understand the historic development and dynamic nature of scientific thought

· Demonstrate the ability to work safely and effectively with laboratory measuring, manipulating, and sensing devices

· Identify and design techniques for solving problems in science or technology
Typical Day and Classroom Routines:

1. Arrive in class and read the “warm-up” from the projector screen.  Sit down, get situated, and work on an answer.
2. As soon as the bell rings, attendance will be taken, and we will discuss the warm-up.  Any student who is not present as we begin this discussion will have to turn in a written answer to the warm-up at a later time.

3. Go over the plan for the day.  What will we be doing?  What assignments are coming up?
4. Review homework (if there is any).
5. Directions or instruction, regarding the day’s activity – Teaching.
6. Work time.  This may be broken up by instructions and checks for understanding.

7. Clean up.  Return to places for inspection.  We are going to have fun and make messes.  If everybody pitches in, the cleanup difficulty will be minimal.
8. Dismissal.

Class Expectations: 
1. Come to every class.  If you come to school every day, and you try your best, this class is not difficult.  If you miss class often, you will have a hard time keeping up.
2. Be on time.  You will be considered tardy if you are not in the room by the time the bell has finished ringing.  If you arrive after discussion of the warm-up has begun, you will also not receive credit for warm-up participation. If you arrive tardy after attendance has been submitted, you must get an admit slip from the grade office before being admitted to class.  If you have a good reason for being tardy, please bring an explanatory note.
3. Be respectful.  This includes language.  This also includes using a quiet voice during hallway activities.  This also includes keeping the classroom neat and clean.  Before you leave, your area -- and the classroom in general -- should be neat and organized.  
4. Be safe.  Physics class presents laboratory situations not found in other classes.  We will be working with potentially dangerous devices.  Failure to follow safety procedures may result in loss of points, an office referral, and/or removal from class.
5. Use electronic devices appropriately.  Except in special circumstances, there should be no listening to music or texting during class.  Ringers should be turned off.
6. Be honest.  Cheating will result in a zero, an office referral, and parent contact.
Hall Passes:  There is no “hall pass.”
· Before you leave the room, ask Mr. Stapleton first.  Write your name and destination on the small white board.  Please erase your writing when you return.
· Cafeteria visits are not permitted during this class.  You are allowed to bring and eat snacks as long as they do not create a disruption or a mess.  A trip to the cafeteria is not an acceptable reason for being tardy.
Possible Disciplinary Actions:
· Verbal reminder/warning
· Writing Assignment (actually a copying assignment, relating to the particular infraction).
· Removal from class: To hallway, for minor problems. To grade office for more serious offenses. 
· Whatever it takes.
Materials Needed for Class:  Pencil with eraser, 3-Ring Binder with loose leaf paper.  A calculator is recommended, but not required.  For day to day use, you may use a phone calculator.
Class Website:  Almost everything you need for this class can be found at www.mrstapleton.com.  
Grading:

Grading Categories:

· Tests = 50% of grade

· General (warm-up participation, labs, quizzes, homework, projects, etc.) = 50% of grade
“Effort” Grading:  Many assignments in this class will be intended as practice.  Since they are a part of the learning process, and not tests of knowledge, they will often be graded on completion, rather than correctness.
Classroom Helpers:  Each quarter, four students can earn extra credit by being designated “passer-outers.”  
What to do when you miss a class:   Go to www.mrstapleton.com and follow the link to the “Daily Agenda / Calendar” page for your class.  Scroll down to the date that you missed, and read the “absent students” directions.  If your absence was excused, be sure to attach a note to your late work explaining why it was late and that there should be no point deduction.

Late Work (not due to excused absence):  Non-excused, late assignments will receive an automatic 30% deduction (beyond the actual grade earned by the quality of work).  If there is a legitimate reason why these points should not be deducted, you may discuss it with Mr. Stapleton.  When you complete an assignment late, Mr. Stapleton will often have already given out the answers.  You will be expected to complete late work without simply copying those answers!
Extra Help and Call Back: Mr. Stapleton will be in E205 for extra help during call back.  If he is not there, he may have temporarily gone upstairs to his desk in the science office (3rd floor of E Building).
(Detach this portion and return to Mr. Stapleton)
Parents and Guardians:  Please signify that you have read the course expectations by signing below.  If you would like to provide information about your student that you think would be helpful to your student’s success in this class, please write me below.  The BHS Open House will be Thursday, October 6th.  I look forward to meeting you and sharing additional information about this course.  

Student Name (Print) _____________________________________________

Parent Signature  _________________________________  Date  _____________________  

Parent Contact Information: 
Phone ________________    Email Address ________________________________________

Information You Would Like Me To Know About Your Student: 
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